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All of us are part of an old, old family. The roots of our family tree reach back millions of years to the

beginning of life on earth. Open this family album and embark on an amazing journey. You'll meet

some of our oldest relatives--from both the land and the sea--and discover what we inherited from

each of them along the many steps of our wondrous past.  Complete with an illustrated timeline and

glossary, here is the story of human evolution as it's never been told before.
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It takes guts to write a picture book. Putting your work out there to speak for you. The criticism of

hundreds of thousands of adults just waiting to tear you apart. It takes even more guts to write a

non-fiction picture book. Now you have to deal with parents passing over your story for, oh I dunno,

"Mr. Peabody's Apples" because they're afraid that they themselves will be bored. Pompous adults

like that. And finally, it takes a kind of bravery most humans would be lucky to possess to write a

non-fiction picture book that sports the word, "evolution", on its cover. So please take a moment to

mentally applaud the gutsy efforts of one Ms. Lisa Westberg Peters and one Ms. Lauren Stringer for

their moxie laden little number, "Our Family Tree: An Evolution Story".A delicate rendering of

Lascaux acrylics on watercolor paper, the story is one of the oldest ones on earth. Peters begins,

"All of us are part of an old, old family. The roots of our family tree reach way back to the beginning

of life on earth. We've changed a lot since then". Slowly we learn about DNA and the birth of cells in



the seas. We hear about oxygen filling the planet and how the seas rose and fell, changing the

landscape. About how animals crawled up onto the land and how after an asteroid our particular

branch of the family tree survived. Finally, the monkeys evolved, and we evolved out of the

monkeys. The book ends with further details for the inquisitive child about each step of the family

tree. A helpful timeline follows these facts at the end.For those human beings that dislike the notion

of evolution and prefer a more creation-laden viewpoint, this is not the book for you. It's pretty darn

clear in the text that life began 3,800 to 3,600 million years ago. End of story.
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